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Indians, who tortured him cruelly.    In the
disturbances which led up to the Revolu-
tionary War, Putnam showed himself a most
determined opponent of British aggressions,
and when the war broke out he joined the
army.   He was present at Bunker Hill and
later destroyed much British shipping on the
expedition to Noddle's Island.    In 1775 he
commanded the army at Long Island, and in
the following year took part with Washing-
ton in the operations in New York and New
Jersey.     Hartford,   Conn.,  erected  a  fine
monument to him, the work of J. Q. A. Ward.
PUTNAM, Ruirus (1738-1824), an Amer-
ican soldier and frontiersman, born at* Sutton,
Mass. He fought in the last French and In-
dian War, served in the Revolutionary War,
part of the time as an engineer and part in
active military service, winning the rank of
brigadier-general. In 1786 he organized, with
Benjamin   Tucker,   Manasseh   Cutler   and
others, a company of revolutionary veterans
for the purpose of settling the district of
Ohio, and he was one of the three directors
of the Ohio Company.   Partly through his
influence, Congress passed the Ordinance of
1787, establishing a civil government in the
territory.   In the same year it sold to the
Ohio Company a million and a half acres at
the junction of the Muskingum and Ohio
rivers.    There, in the following year, Put-
nam established the town of Marietta.    In
1796  he  became   surveyor-general  of  the
United States.
PUTREFAC'TION, the decomposition of
dead organic matter, which is usually accom-
panied by the rise of ill-smelling gases. It
is now known to be due to the agency of
bacteria or other organisms, which find
their way to the dead matter and multiply
rapidly therein. The substances in which
these bacteria are thus developed separate
into their original elements or are reduced
to much more simple compounds. The de-
cay of animal substances is usually accom-
panied by more poisonous and fetid exhala-
tions than come from the decay of vegetable
products. Ammonia or ammoniacal com-
pounds and other combinations Qf hydrogen,
together with other highly infectious vapors
and gases, are formed in most eases of ani-
mal putrefaction. Chlorine "will usually ren-
der these harmless. The rapidity of putre-
faction and the nature of its products are to
a great extent dependent upon temperature,
moisture and the access of air. Substances
 decay most rapidly in a temperature of be-
tween sixty and eighty degrees, where there
is considerable humidity and a free access
of air. Putrefaction, then, may be checked
or altogether prevented by a very high or a
very low temperature, by excluding the air
and by keeping the body dry. Certain anti-
septics prevent, and to some extent arrest,
the progress of putrefaction. See bacteria
and bacteriology ; fermentation.
PUTTY, a cement made by mixing whit-
ing (chalk) with linseed oil. It is used by
glaziers to fix glass in position and by paint-
ers to fill cavities in wood surfaces. A putty
used as a finishing coat in plastering is pre-
pared with slaked lime, dried to the consist-
ency of soft dough and mixed with plaster
of Paris. A putty used by mechanics in
making pipe joints, called red-lead putty,
is made of powdered red lead mixed with
boiled linseed oil.
PYG-MALION, pig mafle on, a legendary
Greek sculptor. He shunned women, because
all of them fell short of his ideal. He made
a life-sized statue embodying in it his ideas
of womanly grace and beauty, and when he
had finished it the form was so. exquisite he
fell in love with it. He prayed fervently
that his ideal might be made real and that the
woman of his dreams might be endowed with
life. His prayer was answered, and one day
Galatea, his lovely creation, stepped down
from her pedestal and became his wife.
PYGMIES, pig'miz, a race of dwarfs, first
mentioned by Homer in the Itiad as dwelling
in a region far to the south and as having
to sustain a war against the cranes every
spring. Later writers trace them as native
to the interior of Africa. Pygmies are di-
vided into two groups—the AJEriean and the
Asiatic, the latter called Negritos. They
somewhat resemble apes in facial appear-
ance, and have the habits of a primitive
people. They live in huts made of branches
and foliage and subsist by hunting and
fishing.
PYLE, howard (1853-1911), an American
illustr-ator and author, whose illustrations for
children's books, pictures of the sea and
of colonial scenes have an individuality and
originality which give them a distinct place
ia American art. Pyle was bora in Wil-
mington, Del., and he studied art in Phila-
delphia and in New York. For a time he
was an instructor in Drexel Easiitate, Phila-
delphia; later he settled permanently in

